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gliding with their alert black eyes on the look out for anything
the ship might drop. If a man were to fall overboard the
albatrosses would be on to him at once, and a gunner told me
that the chief danger he ran when he once was swept off the
deck of his whale catcher arose from the swooping sea birds,
which attacked his eyes.
A day or so after the appearance of the albatrosses it
became suddenly unpleasant to go out on the deck without
something on one's head. The crew, binding faggots to-
gether to make fenders, splicing ropes, rigging the steam
saws, now wore heavy clothes, sea-boots and leather fur-
lined caps. The young gunner carried his puppies in the
pockets of a thick coat, like a kangaroo with a pouch on each
side. I suffered for my initial ignorance and lay awake all
night in the creaking cabin suffering torture from neuralgia
behind the eyes. Next day I wore, self-consciously, a new
fur-lined leather cap, feeling somehow that I did not look the
part. The sun was gone and the whole sky was covered
with grey masses of flying cloud.
Let me say something about the sky for it is at sea that you
notice it most. It becomes inevitably a feature of your daily
life, and, with the sea, it makes up the whole of the world
outside your door. It takes on a life and a reality of its own
which finds its way into the consciousness of everyone on
board. When you come out on deck your whole vision is at
once filled with the sky, with its blue, with its grey, with its
battlements and patterns of cloud. From it your eye
travels downward to the sea in which its colours are reflected.
Different regions of the world, different seas, have skies of
their own, and, as you pass through the Atlantic southward,
you pass from one type of sky to another. In the tropics the
sky is hard blue or angrily and hazily overcast, but between
the latitudes of Rio and Buenos Aires it becomes a limpid
blue and on the horizon stand built-up towers and pyramids
of yellow cloud, all on a common misty base where sea and
sky meet. But now, suddenly, these had disappeared and